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Repairs By Welding: Can You Legally Fix That? 
 
  
Examples of welding are everywhere. From vehicles large and small, to bridges, walls, pipelines, 
and turbines, a welder is often tasked with fusing two or more pieces of metal together. Skilled 
welders may even begin to repair metal structures, fortify weakened structural elements, work 
with robotics and automated systems as their experience increases. 
 
  

The Current Situation 
No doubt, welders around America are experiencing a conundrum: computer-based technology is 
making it difficult to do the repairs that need to be done. The reason is flustering and frustrating. 
Presently, electronic equipment—that means everything from an iPhone to a car’s on board 
computer system—is protected by a the copyrighted product’s End-User License Agreement 
(EULA). 
  
In other words, if a welder needs to repair the metal frame of a backhoe tractor but runs into 
sensor circuitry, that technician may not be able to continue on. Should they remove that sensor 
or disconnect it and something happens, the welder cannot acquire the diagnostic software 
required to fix the problem. And good luck trying to get the manufacturer to sell the software! 
  
Or what happens when the MIG welder is on the fritz and the amplitude is reading correctly or 
the electrode blew? Those components, too, could protected by the EULA set forth by the digital 
copyright. 
  
It is no longer just about simple tool-in-hand repairs. Everything—from computers to 
tractors—has a technological roadmap that must be navigated. The heightened difficulty in 
repairs, even ones for welding, is leading to only one other alternative: replacement. 
 
  

A Freedom to Repair 
For welders, repairing electronic and mechanical equipment is part of the job. Despite the 
maintenance of machines and gadgets being critical to some of the most essential occupations in 
the economy, technology companies are selfishly clutching their copyrights and EULAs to their 
chests. 
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In terms of ownership rights, the owner of a device should be able to choose how and where they 
receive repairs for their equipment. The good news is this debacle is being tackled head on by 
groups throughout the United States. 
  
The Right to Repair is a piece of legislation that, when passed, will stipulate that electronics 
manufacturers have to sell repair parts to consumers and independent repair shops. The law 
would also require manufacturers to make service and diagnostic manuals available to the public. 
Right to Repair is currently working its way through several state-level legislatures, including 
places like Nebraska, New York, Kansas, Illinois, and Tennessee. The legislature is backed by 
the Repair Association. The Association, previously called the Digital Right to Repair Coalition, 
has been accruing influence since 2013. They represent welders, DIY hobbyists, independent 
repair technicians, and anyone who simply wants to repair their broken machinery without 
needing to wait several years.  
  
Having the right to repair you own machinery and technology would be a huge victory. Imagine 
all of the broken down machinery that can finally be given a new life? Furthermore, imagine all 
the jobs that can be saved or created? Allowing people to once again have freedom to repair is 
pivotal to the success of business. For instance, the amount of money you would save. Being 
able to simply purchase the correct tools and products, as well as having factory-drawn 
diagnostic manuals, would save more money than trying to get aid from the manufacturer. 
  
When something breaks, we should be able to fix it. That is why ProWelderGuide.com stands 
with Repair.org in their driven pursuit for the Right to Repair. Maintenance and repair on the 
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equipment purchased by hardworking welders and other technicians should not be limited due to 
the presence of a computer chip.  
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